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MENTAL HEALTH AMERICA OF NORTHEAST GEORGIA presents

H o n o r i n g  D o n a l d  K e y e s
Our annual fundraiser is now the Donald Keyes Mental Health 
Beneýt.  Dr. Donald Keyes served as the auctioneer for the event each 
year since its inception 18 years ago.  His death last year left a void in 
the arts community that will never be ýlled.  The Board of Directors of 
Mental Health America of Northeast Georgia asked the permission of 
the family earlier this year to honor Donald with the renaming of the 
event.  Born on Christmas Eve in 1940 in New York City, Keyes 
graduated from Yale University, and earned his doctorate in art 
history from New York University.
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Starting prices may be included.  Artists may request a 20% rebate on the sale price to cover materials.  Supplies can be expensive, 
but talent is priceless!   Accepting artwork through January 24th.					   
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Besides his time at the Georgia Museum of Art, he taught at The Ohio State University and Smith 
College and was director of the Marietta Cobb Museum.  Keyes was very active in the cultural life 
of the state as one of the founding members of Atlanta Photography Gallery and Five Art in Athens 
which houses Athens Institute for Contemporary Art (ATHICA) and artistsô studios.  He also coordi-
nated the artistsô market for AthFest, the annual music and art extravaganza. As curator at the Georgia 
Museum of Art, Keyes organized numerous exhibitions and published articles, books, and exhibi-
tion catalogues.  These included studies about American Impressionism, art and artists in the White 
Mountains of New Hampshire, Stuart Davis, the nineteenth-century Southern itinerant painter George 
Cooke, the Woodstock painter Andr®e Ruellan, Impressionism in California, and European and Amer-
ican photography.  Always a supporter of artists and an opponent of censorship, Donald Keyes was 
a cornerstone in the local arts community.  In renaming the Beneýt in his honor, we hope to remind 
everyone of his contributions to the strong role the arts play in this area.
												            -Eddie Whitlock
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